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TEA atest ae eh foe eek tat tedtdhak dat dda 
N°.48. Monday, Fune 4. 





Tu tamen, fi babes aliquam fpem de Republica fire 
defperas; ea para, meditare, cogita, que effe in 
€0 rue ac Viro debent, gui fit Rimbeblica af~ 
fiidam et oppreffam miferis teraporibus ac per 

ditis moribus in veverem dignitatem ac liberta- 
tem vindicaturus.. Cicer. 


HE Condition of a Minifter of State is on- 

ly fuited to Perfons, who, out of a Love 
to their King and Countrey, defire rather to be 
ufeful to the Publick, than eafy to themfelves. 
When a Man is pofted in fuch a Station, what- 
ever his Behaviour may be, he is fure, befide 
the natural Fatigue and Trouble of it to incur 
the Envy of fome, and the Difpleafure of others ; 
as he will have many Rivals, whofe Ambition 
he cannot fatisfy, and many Dependents whofe 
Wants he cannot provide for. Thefe are Mis- 
fortunes infeparable from fuch publick Employ- 
ments in all Countries; but there are feveral o- 
thers which hang upon this Condition of Life 
in our Britifo Government, more than any other 
Soveraignty in Exzrope: As in the firft Place, 
there is no other Nation which is fo equally di- 
vided into two oppofite Parties, whom it isim- 
poffible to pleafe at the fame Time, Our No- 
tions of the publick Good, with relation both to 


Nature, that thofe Meafures which are extol- 
led by one half of the Kingdom, are naturally 


abfo- 





our felves and Foreigners, are of fo different a 


decryed by the other. Befides; that in a Briti/2. 
Adminiltration, many Aés of Govérhment are 


abfc 
ties 
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sbfolutely neceffary, in which one of the Par- 
ties mutt be favoured and obliged, in oppofition 
to their Antagonilts. So that the mott perfect 
Adminiftration, conduéted by the moft confum- 
mate Wifdom and Probity, muft unavoidably 
produce Oppofition, Enmity, and Defamation, 
from Multitudes who are made happy by it. 
Farther, It is peculiarly obferved of our Na- 


tion, that almoft every Man init is a Politician, 


and hath a Scheme of his own, which hethinks 
preferable to that ofany other Perfon. Whether 
this may proceed from that Spirit of Liberty 
which reigns: among us, or from.thofe great 
Numbers of all Ranks and Conditions,. who 
from Time to Time are concerned in the Briti/h 
Legiflature, and by that Means are let into the 
Bufinefs of the Nation, I fhall not take upon me. 


to determine. But for this Reafon it is certain,, 


that a Bee Miniftry muft expet to meet with 
many Cenfurers, even in their own Party, and 
ought to be fatisfied, if, allowing to every parti- 
cular Man that his private Scheme is wifett, they 


can perfuade him that next to his own Plan that: 


of the Government is the moft eligible... 


Befides, We have a Set of very honeft and: 


well-meaning Gentlemen in Exgland, not to be 
met with in other Countries, who take it for 


granted; they can never bein the wrong, fo long: 
Thofe, whoin- 


as they oppofe Minifters of State. f 
they have admired through the whole Courfe of 
their Iiives for theit. Honour and” Integrity, 
though they ftill perfift to act in their former Cha- 
racter, and change no } 

appear to: them ina difadvantageous Light, . as 
foon as they are placed’ upon State-Eminences. 
Many of. thefe Gentlemen have been: ufed to 


think thereisa 


thing but their. Stations, 
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the Meafures o° Great Men, and that the Good 
of the Countrey is inconfiftent with the Incii- 
nations of the Court: By the Strength of thefe 
Prejudices, they are apt-to fancy a Man lofes 
his Honefty, from the very Moment that it js 






































made the moft capable of being ufeful to the mA 
Publick; and will not confider that it is every fit 
whit as honourable to affift a good Miniffer, as ha 
to oppofe a bad one. D 
In the laft Place, We may obferve, that there t 
are greater Numbers of Perfons who folicit for F 
Places, and perhaps are fit for them, in ourown 1 
Countrey, than in any other. To which we 





muft add, That, by the Nature of our Conftitu- 
tion, it is in the Power of more particular Per- 
fons in this Kingdom, than in any other, todi- 
{trefs the Government when they are difobliged. 
A Britifh Miniter muft therefore expect to fee 
many of thofe Friends and Dependents fall off 
from him, whom he cannot gratify in their De- 
mands upon him ;. fince, to ufe the Phrale of a 
late Statefman, who knew very well how to 
form a Party, Ze Pafture is mot large ensugh. 
Uponthe Whole: The Condition of a Brith 
Minifter labours under fo many Difficulties, that 
we find in almoft every Reign fince the Con- 
queft, the chief Minifters have been New Men, 
or fuch as have raifed themfelves to the greatett 
Pofts in the Government, from the State of pri- 
vate Gentlemen. Several of them neither rofe 
from any Confpicuous Family, nor left any be- 
hind them, being of that Clafs of eminent Per- 
fons, whom Sir Francis Bacon {peaks of, who, 
like Comets or blazing Stars, draw upon them 
the whole Attention of the Age in which they ap- 
pear, though no Body knows whence they came, 
nor where they are loft. Perfons of Hereditary. 
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Wealth and Title have not been over forward 

to engage in fo great a Scene of Cares and Per- 

plexities,nor torun.all theRifques offo dangerous. 
a Situation. Nay, many whofe Greatnefs and 

Fortune were not made to their Hands, and had 

fuficignt Qualifications and Opportunities ofri- 

fing to thefe high Potts of Truft and Honour, 

have been deterred from fuch Purfuits by the 

Difficulties that attend them, and chofe rather 

to be Eafie than Powerful; or, if I mayufe the 

Expreffion, to be Carried in the Chariot than to 

Drive it. | 

_, As.the Condition of:a Miniter of State in ge+ 
neral is fubject to many .Burthens and Vexati- 
ons; and as that of a Britz/b Minifter in particu- 

lar js involved. in feveral Hazards and Difficul- 
ties peculiar to our own Countrey > fo is this 

high Station expofed more than ordinary to fuch 
luconveniencies in the prefent Junéture of Af-. 
fairs; firft, as itis the beginning of a new Efta~- 
blifhment among’ us; and fecondly, as this Efta- 
blithment hath been difturbed by a. dangerous 
Rebellion. 3 

_ If we look back into our Exglifh Hittory, we 
fhall always find the firft Monarch ofa new 
Line received with rhe greateft Oppofitidn, and 
reconciling to himfelf by Degrees the Duty and 
Affe@ion of hisPeople. Fhe Government, on 
fuch Occafions, isalways fhaken beforeit fettles. 
The Inveteracy of the moar Prejudices, and 
the Artifices of domeftick Enemies, compelled 
their Rulers to make ufe of all Means for re-. 
ducing themtotheir Allegiance, which perhaps, 
after all was brought about rather by Time than 
by Policy. When Commotions and Difturban- 
ces are of an extraordinary and unufual Nature, 


the Proceedings of the Government mutt be fo 
: N too. 


Y 
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too. The Remedy muft be fuited to the Evil, 
and I know no Jun@ure more difficult to a Mi- 
nifter of State, than fuch as requires uncommon 
Methods to be made ufe of; when atthe fame 
Time no others can be made ufe of, than what 
are prefcribed by the known Laws of our Con- 
ftitution. Several Meafures may be abfolutely 
neceffary in fuch:a Junéture, which may.be repre- 
fented as hard and fevere,. and would not be pro- 
per ina-Time of publick. Peace and‘Tranquillity. 
In this Cafe Virgil’s Excufe, which he puts in 
the Mouth ofa fiGitious Sovereign upon a Com- 

aint: of this Nature, hath the utmoft force of. 

eafon and Juftice on:its Side. 


Res dura:et.regni Novitas me talia cogunt. 


The Difficulties I meet with in the beginning of 


my Reign make [uch a Proceeding neceffary. 


In the next Place: As this-Eftablithment has: 


been. difturbed: by a-dangerous Rebellion, the 
Miniftry has been involved in many additional 


and fupernumerary-Difficulties. It is acommog: 
Remark, that Exglifh Minifters: ever fare f0- 


well asina Time of War- with a‘foreign Power, 
which diverts the private Feuds.and Animofiti¢s 
of the Nation, andturns their Efforts upon the 
common Enemy... As aforeign War is:favou- 
rable to.a. Miniftry, a Rebellion: is no lefs dan- 
gerous’; if it-fueceeds, theycare the?firft Perfons 
who mutt fall a Sacrifice to its-if itis defeated, 
they: naturally: become odious:.to al! the fecret 
Favourers and Abettors of it: Every Mcthod 
they: make ufe of for: preventing or fuppreffing it, 
and for: deterring others:from the like Praétices 


fing 





forthe future; muftobe Mnacceptable.and dilplea- 

































































